HOUSE BILL REPORT
HB 2474

As Reported by House Committee On:
Health Care

Title: An act relating to establishing pilot projects for placental and umbilical cord blood
donations.

Brief Description: Establishing placental and umbilical cord blood donation pilot projects.

Sponsors: Representatives Schual-Berke, Williams, Appleton, Moeller, Wallace, Cody and
Hunter.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:
Headlth Care: 1/31/06, 2/2/06 [DP].

Brief Summary of Bill

*  Createstwo pilot projects to expand access to placental and umbilical cord blood
donation programs.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH CARE

Majority Report: Do pass. Signed by 14 members. Representatives Cody, Chair;
Campbell, Vice Chair; Morrell, Vice Chair; Hinkle, Ranking Minority Member; Curtis,
Assistant Ranking Minority Member; Alexander, Appleton, Bailey, Clibborn, Condotta,
Green, Lantz, Moeller and Schual-Berke.

Staff: Chris Blake (786-7392).
Background:

Stem cells can be distinguished from other types of cellsin three ways. First, they are capable
of dividing and replicating (renewing) themselvesindefinitely. Second, stem cells are
unspecialized. This means that they do not perform any specific function, as do heart muscle
cells, red blood cells, or nerve cells. Lastly, stem cells can create specialized cells. While stem
cells do not perform a particular function, they can give rise to specialized cellswhile
remaining unspecialized themselves.

One type of stem cell, the hematopoietic progenitor cell (HPC), isresponsible for the
continuous production of several types of normal blood cells. Hematopoietic progenitor cells
have been used in transplants to treat leukemia, lymphoma, aplastic anemia, and certain
inherited immunity disorders. Umbilical cord blood is similar to bone marrow in that they
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both contain large amounts of HPCs. It has been used as an alternative to bone marrow for
many treatments. According to the Institute of Medicine (Institute), HPCs obtained from cord
blood have alower risk of apoor immune response to transplantation than HPCs obtained from
bone marrow. In addition, the Institute states that cord blood is readily available, has alow
risk for transmitting infectious disease, and poses minimal risk to the mother or the infant.

There are both private and public cord blood banks that will store umbilical cord blood
donations from newborns. Private banks store the donated cord blood of the donor for afee.
Public banks will accept the donation and store it for free and make it available to any patient
that needsit. 1n 2005, the Institute issued a report recommending the creation of a nationwide
cord blood stem cell bank program.

Summary of Bill:

The Department of Health (Department) must establish two pilot programs that allow
expectant mothers to donate placental and umbilical cord blood to a public blood bank. One
pilot project shall be in Eastern Washington and the other in Western Washington. The pilot
project is to be administered in coordination with blood bank resources operating in
Washington. The Department shall also create awork group to provide advice and
consultation in administering the program and to comment on the report.

The pilot projects shall: (1) increase access to placental and umbilical cord blood donation
programs and public blood banks; (2) facilitate the receipt, storage, and distribution of
donations for use by patients and, where the donation is not suitable for patients, for research
projects; and (3) increase awareness about donation options among health care providers and
expectant parents, including in racial and ethnic minority communities. The Department of
Health is required to report to the Legislature on the pilot project results by December 1,
2008. Thereport shall provide information about donations received and the use of the
donations for patients and research, as well as recommendations for expanding access and
increasing public awareness about public blood banks.

Legislative findings are made that placental and umbilical cord blood is an aternative to bone
marrow in many medical therapies; thereis an insufficient supply of placental and umbilical
cord blood; there is a need to increase the ethnic diversity of the supply of placental and
umbilical cord blood; and potential exists for the use of placental and umbilical cord blood for
research.

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Requested on January 27, 2006.

Effective Date: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of session in which bill is
passed.
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Testimony For: Stem cells from umbilical cord blood have great potential to be matched and
used in bone marrow transplantation. There are parents giving birth that would like to donate
but are unable. There are no programs in Eastern Washington to collect umbilical cord

blood. Itiseasier to find patient matches with umbilical cord blood than it is with bone
marrow. The process of banking cord blood is labor intensive and expensive and this bill
would help defray some of those costs. Thereis an urgent need to build a supply of umbilical
cord blood, especially for minority populations.

Testimony Against: None.

Persons Testifying: Representative Schual-Berke, prime sponsor; Jo-Anna Reems, Puget
Sound Blood Center; and Ellen Klohe, Inland Northwest Blood Center.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying: None.
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